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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:
•

Our next board meeting
will be the held on
August 14, 2019 at the
SSCY Centre Location

by Pat Furman, Executive Director

Since arriving back from Reggio Emilia, Becka and I wanted to try to
recreate the “Ray of Light” Atelier we participated in during the study
tour. This aspect of the tour was one of the highlights and I wanted our
children, educators and families to have the opportunity to experience
it for themselves. The Ray of Light atelier was magical, full of wonder,
mystery and endless possibilities grounded in theory, research,
technique and physics.
In early May we transformed our Oak space by changing and adding a
few materials. We hung with paperclips, fishing line from the celling
with a small clip to hold a variety of paper including velum. We stored
all our other gym equipment behind screens and added the projector
and created our nature reflection.

It was fascinating watching the children experience the space those
first few days. They were so intrigued and curious about the projector
and how their bodies appeared in the images. As different images
reflected onto the paper and throughout the room the children and
educators could immerse themselves in the experience using their
whole bodies! It was an incredible sensory experience!

This newsletter edition will illustrate how each classroom participated
in the atelier and how it benefitted the children’s learning.
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Becka’s Beatby Becka Linton, Assistant Director

We had a fantastic time at our summer planning educators meeting in June. We decided to have a
Hawaiian floral theme with a picnic dinner at Assiniboine Park. Thank you to all our families
recognizing the importance of closing early so everyone can participate in professional
development.
We reviewed our goals for this year and set some time to plan for the summer and discuss
curriculum activities. We also created a time capsule full of our dreams and wishes for the
organization. We will bury it in the backyard at SSCY and plan to open it in 20 years’ time.

Pedagogical Journey

Jordan Principle Teddy Bear Picnic
with SSCY members and Elder Mary

By OlhaZablotski
This is a third year since opening our location here at SSCY. We are very proud of our center, who we are and
what we do. It is a pleasure to work in this environment. Thank you for everyone’s, dedication, passion,
enthusiasm, positive spirit and hard work.
On another note -it’s a Summer Time and Bug Time. It is a season for insect hunting. Children’s curiosity
about little creatures and fascination are endless. Every room has been hunting and investigating about
insects. Even our infants are curious, noticing, and observing the bugs.

Children are collecting insects in jars, using magnifying glasses. Our educators support their interest by
providing many educational books, showing interesting videos, and visiting and exploring the Atelier Ray of
Lights. Painting, drawing, and using different materials to represent bugs help us explore many educational
facts.
Please come and visit our new display of documentations about these exciting creatures. We would like to
ask parents to share different stories about bugs that you experience with your child. Are you noticing that
your child is hunting or observing insects? Please leave your comments with us. We look forward to
hearing from you. Thank you.
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Jeni’s Column: Our Inclusion Journey

By Jeni Singer
Hello Everyone,
I hope you are allhaving a wonderful start to your summers! These last fewmonths have brought about a great deal of
reflection for me as we quickly approach our 3 year anniversary of our SSCY location opening.
Since opening, this journey has brought so many wonderful moments and experiences. I have seen children that have
reached long term goals, have observed children develop their first friendships, transition into school, and have
celebrated many various milestones. It continues to be a joy and a privilege to share in your children’s special moments.
Last March I began to take another course through Assiniboine Community College in their Early Childhood
Management Program. I have really enjoyed my studies and applying what I have learned in myrole here at the centre. I
look forward to resuming another class this fall.As always please feel free to contact me at the centre. Enjoy the rest
of your summer!

Celebrations and milestones

We had several Stepping Stone ceremonies and four River of Reflection ceremonies during the
months of May and June.

Parent Engagement Meeting
Alana Chernecki from
Artful Teaching Joyful Learning
came out on Tuesday May 28 and
presented a workshop on “How to
create a Reggio Inspired Play space at
home!”.
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Spruce Room’s Ray of Light adventure!
By Nola Adair

“Wow!” the children exclaimed as they entered the Ray of Light Atelier. “We are in heaven!” added Bentley. The
children were engrossed with the sounds and sights; relaxing music and projected images transitioning
between various nature scenes and animals. This sensory experience brought a feeling of calm and relaxation
into existence. “Let’s take a nap,” suggested Abby.

The children soon discovered their ability to create their silhouette and shadows with their body and the
projector. “I went there and I got bigger and bigger and bigger and my skirt was big and my legs were big”
noticed Scarlett. “Nola I’m a giant!” announced Kahlia. Scarlett began to move her body to make shapes with her
shadow. Other children joined and they laughed together as they watched their shadows dance.
Suddenly Kahlia took notice of the location of the image being projected; “We are in Elsa’s castle!” she
exclaimed. The scenery began to inspire the children’s play. “I’m a grasshopper!” Dora declared. “I’m jumping
like a frog rabbit,” explained Bentley.
The quick transition of the images only allowed for short periods of play. Remembering the time we had
watched fireworks in the gym after New Year’s Eve (using a fireworks gun toy), Jack suggested we watch a
video of fireworks. This longer video allowed the children to fully immerse themselves in a dramatic play story.
The children became firefighters, they would catch the fireworks and carry them to their fire truck (using
pretend oven mitts to protect their hands). They pretended to blast the fireworks out of their hands and onto
the screen.
Catching the fireworks.

“Nola I’m a giant!” - Kahlia
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Getting ready to skydive.

On the roller coaster.

When the video was over I asked: “What will our next adventure be?” We decided to try out a roller coaster.
We sat beside each other in anticipation as the roller coaster made a slow climb up and we screamed together
when it went back down. We were so absorbed in the fun that we felt the emotions as though we were there!
Our adventure led us to many places. We climbed a mountain, went on water slides, skydived and visited
outer space. For each adventure we would discuss what we needed to pack and the emotions and sensations
we experienced. “Nola I’m floating in outer space!” Scarlett delighted.
This experience generated so much learning in all developmental areas. The children used their imagination
to pretend and assume roles which helped them develop creatively. They were able to verbalize and identify
their feelings as well as show their awareness of the feelings of others’ which showed emotional growth.
Socially they grew by interacting with their peers and adults, cooperating, participating in discussion and
sharing and listening to others’ ideas. By recognizing colors, similarities, differences, naming, labelling and
using their memory the children showed cognitive growth. Body movements and awareness showed physical
growth.

I was very happy to be able to undergo this experience alongside the children. As an adult I feel like I have lost
the ability to make believe and fantasize and this experience brought that feeling back! I can’t wait to see what
else the Ray of Light Atelier will bring to us!
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Birch News – Morning Round- Up!
By Jenifer Ybanez and Christy Kreiner

Birch Room Art!
Every morning, after the children transition from the Cedar Room to Birch Room, we do “The Morning
Round-up.” All the children gather around and sit at the table, some of the older children will help the
younger ones to find a spot to sit, then we start the round-up.
Mornings are always brighter when you start it with a warm and energetic greeting. I first ask the
children, both as a group and individually, so that they can express themselves independently; how they
are feeling, if they had a great sleep that night, etc. By everyone, I mean EVERYONE, including us
Educators. Inclusion is one of the values I wanted to teach the children through this morning activity.
I ask the children what day of the week it is and how many days before the weekend comes. When we
first started this, the children found it difficult to identify the days of the week, but now everyone can
guess it correctly. I also ask them about their plans for the weekend. Everyone is excited all the time and
the children listen to the person sharing.
Next, I like to show them pictures of my adventures when I was in the Philippines. I share with them the
animals that live there, and beautiful places and locations, basically all the things I like to do back home. I
love how curious they are. They ask questions after and can remember the pictures I show them the day
before.
I call their full name, one by one and they announce, “right here!” while raising their hands. Some of the
children say the phrase creatively using a different tone of voice. Again, this includes us Educators as well.
The round-up ends by the group putting their hands together, like a team about to go play a game, and
we say positive phrases like, “we are awesome! We are unique! We are amazing!” etc.

Our booth for the
SSCY centre staff
forum and job fair!
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO THESE MAY AND JUNE BABIES!

CHILDREN:
Emme, Kate, Mac, Malakai, Micheal, Monroe,Nevaeh, Reagan, Remi, Tenley, Dora, Julie, Lonnie,
Nathan, and Peyton
STAFF:
Pat, Cristy, Meghan, Jenifer, Arlyn, and Amanda

Kindergarten
and Nursery
Farewell,
with Lindsay,
Chantal and
baby Isabella.

IN JEANETTE'S KITCHEN
Potato Chocolate Cupcakes

Happy Maternity
leave Chantal!
Wishing you both
a happy healthy
delivery!

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Our next board meeting is scheduled on August 14, 2019 at
the SSCY Centre Location at 5:15. Dinner will be served.

ROBERTSON EARLY
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAM INC.
1155 Notre Dame Ave
Winnipeg, MB, R3E 3G1
Phone: 204-258-6800
E-mail:
pfurman@robertsoneep.ca
Learning and
Growing Together.

Ingredients:
1 ¾ cup of allpurpose flour
2 tsp baking powder
½ tsp baking soda
2 Tbsp cocoa powder
¾ cup white sugar
¾ chocolate chips
1 cup milk ( 2%)
1/3 cup vegetable oil
½ cup mashed potato
1 egg
1 tsp vanilla extract
½ tsp salt
Instructions:
1. Preheat oven to 375 F
2. Beat the butter and sugar together until
light in colour. Beat in the egg and
vanilla extract and then beat in the
mashed potatoes and milk
3. In a separate bowl, sift the flour,cocoa
powder, baking powder and salt. Add
this to the butter mixture and stir until
evenly combined. Spoon this into
greased muffin tin or use cups, only
filling each halfway. Bake the cupcakes
for about 12 minutes until a tester
inserted in the centre of cupcake comes
out clean, cool the cupcakes in their tin.
Enjoy!
Jeanette Cabacungan

