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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:


Our next board meeting
will be the held on June
12, 2019 at the SSCY
Centre Location

by Pat Furman, Executive Director

A huge thank you to all our families and Board of Directors for recognizing and
celebrating ECE week! We greatly appreciated all the wonderful treats, cards, and gifts
we received collectively over the week.
On Tuesday May 7, 2019 we concluded our final evening of our 3-part series
conference: The power of Documentation in Inclusive practices. Each evening we
focused on a different topic: documentation, Inclusion, and the environment. The
conference was well attended primarily by early childhood educators, early years
teachers, parents and consultants.
This conference was a collaborative effort from both locations. I wanted to thank
Olha, Jeni, Amy, Anjelica, and Becka specifically for their contribution as well as Child
Development Specialist Chris Monkman who enlightened our participants on play
trees and other forms of inclusive documentation. We are so grateful to three parents:
Monica Mosquera, Elizabeth Shorting, and Lynne Desautels who all spoke so lovingly
about their child’s journey within our program in relation to the evening’s topic. Their
courage and advocacy in sharing their child’s journey made each story very relatable
to our audience and outlined tangible information they could all take away. Their
stories were absolutely a highlight of our events and we thank them for their
contribution.
Finally, I wanted to thank all our educators who contributed to all the details of each
evening by volunteering their time and efforts in making each night such a success!
Each classroom was set up so beautifully and was a true inspiration to all of those who
took part in the experience.

“Walking into the centre gives peace to your soul, heart, body and mind.
Inspires and engages all the senses. Inviting, welcoming & overall, the
staff are caring and respectful. Thank you for inspiring little hearts and
educators” – Conference Participant
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Becka’s Beat by Becka Linton, Assistant Director
Transitions are a very important time for children and are something we often don’t give enough credit to. This may be
day to day transitions such as from one activity to another or from wake to nap. Or it can be a large transition marking
big changes for the children. For the last couple of years we have marked the move from the Infant to the Preschool
program with our Stepping Stone Ceremony. This marks the changes and growth we have seen in the infants during
their time in the infant room, and highlights the strengths they take with them into the preschool program. We noted
how both children and their families look forward to this ceremony. We also realized that this year, we had/have
several children transitioning completely from our program. These children are moving on to school and anticipating
big changes that occur in the fall. We wanted to recognize this huge milestone for our children, and therefore thought
about another ceremony to mark the accomplishments of our young citizens.
The River of Reflection Ceremony came forward to mark the impact the children have had on our program, and on their
peers. Each of the educators and peers write a memory or wish for the transitioning child to take with them. The wishes
are read and handed to the child as a blue ribbon forms a river of memories through the classrooms the child has
attended. The wishes are put into a box that the child can look back on as they reflect on their time in our program. We
hope that this ceremony ensures the children know how much of an impact they make on the classes they attend, and
the friendships they make in our care.
On another note, I wanted to let you know that I am covering a Maternity Leave position at our school age location.
From May 2019-May 2020 I will be primarily at the school site 4 days a week. I will continue to be at the SSCY location
to help orientate new families or for special events. You can continue to reach me easiest by email at
blinton@robertsoneep.ca

Pedagogical Journey
By Olha Zablotski
It is finally springtime. We are planting seeds in the greenhouse to watch them grow.
Children are excited to play and investigate outdoor space especially the muddy
kitchen that we created. Thank you for Liam's grandmother, Lynne, for donating
beautiful dishes for our kitchen. Children are enjoying the kitchen and are using their
imaginations. They pretend to cook, bake, and work in a restaurant or store. Outside,
children discover interesting things. Have the freedom to run, jump and participate in
physical activities.
We proudly shared our knowledge and passion at the three-day conferences series
we just finished. The evenings were very successful. We received many accolades
from participants. Thank you very much for the families who donated beautiful
treasures -loose parts to us.
ozablotski@robertsoneep.ca
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Jeni’s Column: Our Inclusion Journey
By Jeni Singer
It is so nice to see the emerging signs of spring! These last few
months have involved preparing for upcoming school transitions and our
3 part workshop series we hosted this spring.
In child care, we often have the honour of being part of many special moments
such as: a child achieving a long term goal of independent walking,
making their first friend, or receiving their first adapted bike.
I had recently been honoured with the privilege of being a part of planning the
workshop series; particularly, the second night. I presented with Chris Monkman,
Child Development Specialist from Children’s disAbility Services.
This evening, focused on the value of documentation in Inclusive
Practices. Various forms of documentation such as Play Trees, Social Stories,
and Learning Stories were featured. Participants also had the opportunity to
practice creating their own Play Tree based off a provided case study.

“Special” Needs Poem
By April Vernon
They say that I have “special’
needs,
and while that’s partly true,
the needs t hat matter most to
me
are the same ones you have,
too.
I need to be accepted.
I need friends that make me
smile.
I need a chance to learn and
grow
feeling valued all the while.
Sure, I need some extra help,
and some things I can’t do,
but I hope you see beyond all
that...
inside, I’m just like you.

- Infant News – Celebrating Milestones

-

By Amanda Johnson

-

We are always looking forward to welcome new families and so we welcome Zach, Henrik, Brooks and Monroe. And at
the same time it’s hard to say good bye to our children who are leaving the Infant room and going to preschool. We
celebrated Stepping Stone Ceremonies for Kian, Enzo, Emery and Matthew in March and Warren in April.
Children in the infant room have shown interest in farm animals, they enjoyed playing with the different animals you
would see on a farm. Children worked hard on learning all the sounds farm animals make and their names, their
favourite song to sing is Old McDonald “ei-ei-o, ei-ei-o”. We painted a poster board with different colours associated
with farm animals and cut them out to make a board of all the animals. Later on, their interest moved onto playing
with cars. Cars have been set out in the room with invitations for them to play. From cars children have shown interest
in throwing balls to expand on their play we provided a box for them to throw balls into and tubes on the wall to drop
balls and other toys through if they fit!!
We are asking all families to bring in a family photo for us to display around the playroom, your children love to look at
their family photos and talk about who is in them. These photos are also helpful when children are upset to help them
settle into the program. We are also still waiting for some families to bring in their child’s story behind their name.
These are posted out in hall above our playroom windows. Please see an educator if you need another print out.

“The rooms are all clean and neat. It’s inviting and conducive for learning.

AWESOME daycare! I can see the teamwork of all the employees by promoting
everyone in the group.” – Conference Participant
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Spruce News – What’s the Buzz in Spruce?
By Nola Adair

Spruce Room was lucky enough to welcome Sarah from Living Prairie Museum who is an entomologist for a special
demonstration about bumble bees!
Sarah showed us many slides with facts about bumble bees. We learned that bumble bees are different from the
honey bees we have been studying in that their stingers are smooth and not barbed. We talked about what bumble
bees eat, what they see and how important they are to us (they help grow our food) and that they need our help!
How can you help bees?
1- Plant bee friendly flowers and flowering herbs in your garden and yard to help provide bees with forage. Some
examples of flowers and herbs to plant are mint, tomatoes and sunflowers.
2- Don't use chemicals and pesticides to treat your lawn or garden as the chemicals can leach into the pollen and
negatively affect the bees systems.
Sarah also brought some real bugs for us to look at under a special microscope she had that allows you to study the
bees up close on the projection screen.
We really enjoyed our special visitor!

“If I could give you one thing in life, I would give you the ability
to see yourself through my eyes, only then you will realize how
special you are to me.”
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Birch News – Outdoor Adventures!
By Jenifer Ybanez and Christy Kreiner

Winters are too long here in Winnipeg, and although we enjoy snow play, sometimes the frostbite keeps us from
playing outside.
The weather is changing, we are moving most of our play to the great outdoors and as the weeks of Spring turn into
Summer we will be participating in “Outdoor Challenges,” meaning a lot of our daily schedule will be focused on
nature, space, and physical development.
Children have more freedom and independence while in a large, safe space and because of this their development
soars.

Please help us to plan exciting moments for your child by adding a play idea to our
bulletin board in the hallway just outside of Birch Room. Please add your favourite things
to do as a child, whatever it may be. We can adapt to any idea!

Takeaway gifts for the
participants for each
night. Made by the
children from both
locations.
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- Cedar News – Why We Wrestle

-

By Meghan Edwards

Wrestling dates back through history; though all cultures; across countries and time. The rules have changed, as have
the costumes; but basic principles have remained the same. From the sumo wrestlers of Japan to the WWE of the
Americas; wrestling exists across borders of class, social-economic standing, and genres.
For young children, especially male children, wrestling is a socially acceptable way to have the close, physical contact
we as mammals require. Providing the opportunity in a safer, structured environment allows for that contact as well as
providing for safety concerns.
The first rule is consent. The children must ask before engaging in any wrestling. Given the ongoing media coverage of
political affairs; it is more important than ever for children to learn about consent. They cannot engage without
permission and no one can touch them without permission. The second rule is shoulders and down. The gives plenty of
room to grapple while protecting necks and heads from potential injury. The third, and final, rule is stop means stop.
Anyone at anytime can say stop or no and all wrestling must end. All partners are welcome to restart if any of the
parties agree to (returning to rule one).

Educators Meeting
The homework assignment for the month of March was to create a loose part provocation inspired by the
workshop hosted by Veronica Green. During our April meeting, Pat and Becka presented on their experience as
participants of the study tour in Reggio Emilia.

MARCH 11, 2019

OPEN HOUSE EVENING

COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS
Building strong connections within our
communities is an essential component to our
program. We were honoured to have such great
attendance and participation for our family
engagement party and open house on March 11,
2019!
Part of the Reggio Emilia Philosophy is having
representation from all levels of government
attend such events so they contribute to the
dialogue between children, families, educators
and our programs.
Our evening began in the atrium at SSCY where
Olha our pedagogical leader presented a power
point presentation about the Reggio Emilia
Philosophy and how we incorporate it into our
daily work. Several families and Board members
were eager to hear more about the philosophy
and what it means to us as educators.

MARCH 11, 2019
After the presentation we headed back into our childcare spaces
where families and community members could participate in a
wide range of activities. In one preschool room we offered how to
make Taco salad. This is a favourite recipe for our children and at
our educators meeting. The Nursery and Kindergarten children at
the school location make this themselves every few weeks for lunch
by frying the meat and cutting all the vegetables.
Our large Gym space offered loose parts activities- castle building
with a variety of boxes.
Our infant room and spruce room had a variety of beautiful
provocations to explore for all ages.
Our Birch room provided an opportunity to make a beautiful
collaborative family art sculpture for our play space, facilitated by
Alana Chernecki.
We want to thank Mr. Brian Bowman, Mr. Robert Falcon- Ouellette,
Mrs. Ruth Hiebert and all of our families and educators who
attended, it was such a fantastic evening!

IN DEPTH STUDY GROUP TO
REGGIO EMILIA ITALY
The Role of the Teacher, the Pedagogista, and the
Atelierista: April 2019

PAT'S PERSPECTIVE
Attending a study tour in Reggio Emilia has been a dream of mine
for over ten years. I posted an image of one of the most famous
Reggio city squares on my vision board this year prior to knowing
we would have this amazing opportunity to see firsthand.
As Becka and I continue to discuss and digest all the information
during these two weeks, several strong ideas and wonderings
really resonated with me.
1.

Ecological and sustainable environment.

This notion was a recurrent idea in all their long-term projects, and
it was also very evident within each classroom. Except for some art
materials, all resources were recycled objects that were carefully
curated and displayed in recycled containers such as transparent
herbs containers, water bottles and other clear plastic vessels.
Every project embedded rich conceptions of ecological

sustainability rooted in social and political contexts. Children are citizens with rights and a strong
voice within their community. Over the many year’s children have changed and improved several city
structures because they were included and involved in the discussions, such as the hospital, theater
centre, underground bike paths to name a few.

2.

The importance of Art and the role of the Atelierista

Art is an integral part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. The Atelierista (art teacher) helps re – launch or
springboards any project. Atelierista offers a different and enriching perspective of a project. As we know art
has many multi-faceted including science, construction, architecture, chemistry, and literacy, the Atelierista
helps extends projects with this new perspective.
3.

Development of curriculum.

How do the teachers decide what ideas are worth pursuing? This was a complex web of hypothesis and
variables which is discussed collaboratively between the teacher, atelierista, and the pedagogista. How they
decide which child’s /children’s idea is worth pursing is discussed in detail outlining what developmental
domains will be accomplished through this long-term project, how it can be sustained and what
environmental, social, and political outcomes could be discovered.
The study tour offered us the opportunity to think deeply on our own organization and our work with
children, families and our educators. It allowed us to reflect on our strengths and foresee some gaps
within our program and develop a new vision and ideas of where to go from here. I was pleased and
proud to see how far we have come over the many years and we look forward to implementing this
new learning. We are so grateful to our board, educators and community for supporting this endeavor.

BECKA'S PERSPECTIVE
"You don’t understand the schools in Reggio Emilia, if you don’t understand the city, the community”
- J Bruner
Generating care means generating community.
The statistics of children enrolled in childcare/schools in Reggio were amazing:
46% of children 0-3 yrs old are enrolled, and 90.8% of 3-6 yr olds are enrolled. This to me showed the
importance and value of early education.
"Inspired: Medical Term; To take the first breath, to begin to breathe."
This quote started our visit to Reggio and it resonated with me throughout the week. A study of Reggio is a
dream for anyone who truly believes in the Reggio Philosophy. However, that dream is one that not
everyone can accomplish. I felt so honored to have this opportunity, and vowed to take in as much as I
could. I felt I stuck with that vow, and by the end of the week am not sure I could have absorbed any more.
I also LOVED the emphasis on art. Each classroom had its own Atelier for the children to work in. All the
mediums were available on the shelves in reach of the children so that they could choose what materials they
wanted to work with. Within the atelier the materials were beautifully organized colour and or size. The
containers were recycled materials that put an emphasis on sustainability. There was a respect for the
environment and the materials, and trust that the children would maintain the area. Outside of the classrooms,
there was a school atelier. This was where groups seemed to work on longer term projects.
I loved the amount of research that was obvious. The use of projections and microscopes. Areas were set up
that allowed the children to explore, hypothesize, and evaluate. You could tell that activities were not set up on
a whim, but were thought out prior to being offered.
I learned that while we say activities are planned based on the ideas and interests of the children, it is
important to remember what is worth being pursued. Sometimes activities do need to be teacher directed,
after observing the interests of the children.
What surprised me the most were some of the aesthetics of the schools. I had clear expectations of very
home like environments and instead found the environments to be more sterile than expected. There were
no "homey", cozy corners for the children to relax in. What I found to be wonderful was the literacy areas
for letters and numbers. The materials and accessibility for children to work on their numeracy and writing
skills was very evident. The variety available ensured any child could be successful within the area.
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HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO THESE MARCH AND APRIL BABIES!
CHILDREN:
Nevaeh, Reagan, Mala’Kai, Emme, Monroe,Michael, Tenley, Kate, Henrik, Shaya, Anya, Warren,
Abby
STAFF:
Nola, Pat, Cristy

IN JEANETTE'S KITCHEN
Homemade White Bread
(Bread Maker Machine)

Lynne Desautels, Joe’s mom, presenting at our work shop on
the environment evening May 7, 2019

Happy Maternity
leave Lindsay!
Wishing you both a
happy healthy
delivery!

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Our next board meeting is scheduled on June 12, 2019 at the
SSCY Centre Location. All are welcomed to attend! Dinner
will be served.

Ingredients:
2 cups warm water (80 – 90 deg F)
4 tbsp Butter or margarine, cut into pieces
2 1/4 tsp salt
1 tbsp sugar
5 1/2 cups of bread flour or all purpose flour
1 1/4 tsp bread machine yeast
Instructions:
1. Measure ingredients into bread pan in
order listed
2. Insert bread pan securely into unit;
close lid. Plug unit into wall outlet
3. Select white setting and appropriate
loaf size (3-16) and desired colour
4. Press Start/ Stop (I/O) button
5. The “Complete” signal will sound when
bread is done
6. Using pot holders, remove bread from
the unit and carefully remove bread
7. Allow bread to cool on wire rack until
ready to serve (20 minutes)
Enjoy!

ROBERTSON EARLY
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAM INC.
1155 Notre Dame Ave
Winnipeg, MB, R3E 3G1
Phone: 204-258-6800
E-mail:
pfurman@robertsoneep.ca
Learning and
Growing Together.

Jeanette Cabacungan

