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SPECIAL POINTS OF
INTEREST:
Our next board meeting will
be the held on June 12,
2019 at the SSCY Centre
Location

by Pat Furman, Executive Director

A huge thank you to all our families and Board of Directors for recognizing and
celebrating ECE week! We greatly appreciated all the wonderful treats, cards and
gifts we received collectively over the week.
On Tuesday May 7, 2019 we concluded our final evening of our 3-part series
conference: The power of Documentation in Inclusive practices. Each evening we
focused on a different topic: documentation, Inclusion and the environment. The
conference was well attended. Primary early childhood educators, early years
teachers, parents and consultants.
This conference was a collaborative effort from both locations. I wanted to thank
Olha, Jeni, Amy, Anjelica and Becka specifically for their contribution as well as Child
Development Specialist Chris Monkman who enlighten our participants on play trees
and other forms of inclusive documentation. We are so grateful to three parents;
Monica Mosquera, Elizabeth Shorting and Lynne Desautels who all spoke so lovingly
about their child’s journey within our program in relation to the evening’s topic. Their
courage and advocacy in sharing their child’s journey made each story very relatable
to our audience and outlined tangible information they could all take away. Their
stories were absolutely a highlight of our events and we thank them for their
contribution.
Finally, I wanted to thank all our educators who contributed to all the details of each
evening by volunteering their time and efforts in making each night such a success!
Each classroom was set up so beautifully and was a true inspiration to all of those
who took part in the experience.

“Walking into the centre gives peace to your soul, heart, body, and mind.
Inspires and engages all the senses. Inviting, welcoming, and overall, the
staff are caring and respectful. Thank you for inspiring little hearts and
educators!” – Conference Participant
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Becka’s Beat

by Becka Linton, Assistant Director, SSCY Location

I wanted to let you know that I am covering Lindsay’s Maternity Leave position at our school age location. From May
2019-May 2020 I will be primarily at the school site 4 days a week. I will continue to be at the SSCY location to help
orientate new families or for special events. You can continue to reach me easiest by email at blinton@robertsoneep.ca

ASSISTANT DIRECTOR NEWS
By Lindsay Mamona, Assistant Director
During the last couple months I have been working hard to finalize the summer plans with the educators to ensure the
children have a wonderful, fun filled summer! Although I will be missing most of it I am excited to hear about all of the
highlights of everyone’s summer and the outcome of our big summer project!
The last few months, especially the last few weeks have been very bittersweet for me! I am very excited to be able to
spend a lot of time with my family while I am on maternity leave, but I will miss seeing my REEP family every day. Thank
you all for your love and support during this time and I look forward to seeing you all soon!

Takeaway gifts for our participants for each of the conference evenings created by the children from both locations!

Lynne Desautles presented on our final evening. Beautifully
describing Joe’s journey in REEP from the environment
perspective!

“If I could give you one thing in life, I would give you the ability to see
yourself through my eyes, only then you will realize how special you are to
me”
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MARCH 11, 2019

OPEN HOUSE EVENING

COMMUNITY
PARTNERSHIPS
Building strong connections within our
communities is an essential component to our
program. We were honoured to have such great
attendance and participation for our family
engagement party and open house on March 11,
2019!
Part of the Reggio Emilia Philosophy is having
representation from all levels of government
attend such events so they contribute to the
dialogue between children, families, educators
and our programs.
Our evening began in the atrium at SSCY where
Olha our pedagogical leader presented a power
point presentation about the Reggio Emilia
Philosophy and how we incorporate it into our
daily work. Several families and Board members
were eager to hear more about the philosophy
and what it means to us as educators.

MARCH 11, 2019
After the presentation we headed back into our childcare spaces
where families and community members could participate in a
wide range of activities. In one preschool room we offered how to
make Taco salad. This is a favourite recipe for our children and at
our educators meeting. The Nursery and Kindergarten children at
the school location make this themselves every few weeks for lunch
by frying the meat and cutting all the vegetables.
Our large Gym space offered loose parts activities- castle building
with a variety of boxes.
Our infant room and spruce room had a variety of beautiful
provocations to explore for all ages.
Our Birch room provided an opportunity to make a beautiful
collaborative family art sculpture for our play space, facilitated by
Alana Chernecki.
We want to thank Mr. Brian Bowman, Mr. Robert Falcon- Ouellette,
Mrs. Ruth Hiebert and all of our families and educators who
attended, it was such a fantastic evening!

IN DEPTH STUDY GROUP TO
REGGIO EMILIA ITALY
The Role of the Teacher, the Pedagogista, and the
Atelierista: April 2019

PAT'S PERSPECTIVE
Attending a study tour in Reggio Emilia has been a dream of mine
for over ten years. I posted an image of one of the most famous
Reggio city squares on my vision board this year prior to knowing
we would have this amazing opportunity to see firsthand.
As Becka and I continue to discuss and digest all the information
during these two weeks, several strong ideas and wonderings
really resonated with me.
1.

Ecological and sustainable environment.

This notion was a recurrent idea in all their long-term projects, and
it was also very evident within each classroom. Except for some art
materials, all resources were recycled objects that were carefully
curated and displayed in recycled containers such as transparent
herbs containers, water bottles and other clear plastic vessels.
Every project embedded rich conceptions of ecological

sustainability rooted in social and political contexts. Children are citizens with rights and a strong
voice within their community. Over the many year’s children have changed and improved several city
structures because they were included and involved in the discussions, such as the hospital, theater
centre, underground bike paths to name a few.

2.

The importance of Art and the role of the Atelierista

Art is an integral part of the Reggio Emilia philosophy. The Atelierista (art teacher) helps re – launch or
springboards any project. Atelierista offers a different and enriching perspective of a project. As we know art
has many multi-faceted including science, construction, architecture, chemistry, and literacy, the Atelierista
helps extends projects with this new perspective.
3.

Development of curriculum.

How do the teachers decide what ideas are worth pursuing? This was a complex web of hypothesis and
variables which is discussed collaboratively between the teacher, atelierista, and the pedagogista. How they
decide which child’s /children’s idea is worth pursing is discussed in detail outlining what developmental
domains will be accomplished through this long-term project, how it can be sustained and what
environmental, social, and political outcomes could be discovered.
The study tour offered us the opportunity to think deeply on our own organization and our work with
children, families and our educators. It allowed us to reflect on our strengths and foresee some gaps
within our program and develop a new vision and ideas of where to go from here. I was pleased and
proud to see how far we have come over the many years and we look forward to implementing this
new learning. We are so grateful to our board, educators and community for supporting this endeavor.

BECKA'S PERSPECTIVE
"You don’t understand the schools in Reggio Emilia, if you don’t understand the city, the community”
- J Bruner
Generating care means generating community.
The statistics of children enrolled in childcare/schools in Reggio were amazing:
46% of children 0-3 yrs old are enrolled, and 90.8% of 3-6 yr olds are enrolled. This to me showed the
importance and value of early education.
"Inspired: Medical Term; To take the first breath, to begin to breathe."
This quote started our visit to Reggio and it resonated with me throughout the week. A study of Reggio is a
dream for anyone who truly believes in the Reggio Philosophy. However, that dream is one that not
everyone can accomplish. I felt so honored to have this opportunity, and vowed to take in as much as I
could. I felt I stuck with that vow, and by the end of the week am not sure I could have absorbed any more.
I also LOVED the emphasis on art. Each classroom had its own Atelier for the children to work in. All the
mediums were available on the shelves in reach of the children so that they could choose what materials they
wanted to work with. Within the atelier the materials were beautifully organized colour and or size. The
containers were recycled materials that put an emphasis on sustainability. There was a respect for the
environment and the materials, and trust that the children would maintain the area. Outside of the classrooms,
there was a school atelier. This was where groups seemed to work on longer term projects.
I loved the amount of research that was obvious. The use of projections and microscopes. Areas were set up
that allowed the children to explore, hypothesize, and evaluate. You could tell that activities were not set up on
a whim, but were thought out prior to being offered.
I learned that while we say activities are planned based on the ideas and interests of the children, it is
important to remember what is worth being pursued. Sometimes activities do need to be teacher directed,
after observing the interests of the children.
What surprised me the most were some of the aesthetics of the schools. I had clear expectations of very
home like environments and instead found the environments to be more sterile than expected. There were
no "homey", cozy corners for the children to relax in. What I found to be wonderful was the literacy areas
for letters and numbers. The materials and accessibility for children to work on their numeracy and writing
skills was very evident. The variety available ensured any child could be successful within the area.
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Educators Meeting
The homework assignment for the month of March was to create a loose
part provocation inspired by the workshop hosted by Veronica Green. During
our April meeting, Pat and Becka presented on their experience as
participants of the study tour in Reggio Emilia.

BOARD OF
DIRECTORS
Our next board meeting is
scheduled on Wednesday,
June 12, 2019 at the SSCY
Centre Location. All are
welcomed to attend! Dinner
will be served.

A la Suzanne
Chicken Bacon Ranch Pull Apart Rolls

HAPPY BIRTHDAY
TO THESE MARCH
AND APRIL
BABIES!
CHILDREN:
Tammia, Saedie, Gillian,
Aliyah, Khaeo, Madison,
Frank, Mia, Nicole, Chase,
London, Daniella, Isabella
STAFF:
Melchie, Martin, Jessica

ROBERTSON EARLY
ENRICHMENT
PROGRAM INC.
550 Robertson Street
Winnipeg, MB, R2X 2C4
Phone: 204-586-7950
E-mail:
pfurman@robertsoneep.ca
Learning and
Growing Together.

Ingredients
1, 15 oz packaged 12-count potato rolls
1 lb thinly sliced deli chicken
8 slices bacon cooked and crumbled
12 slices Colby jack cheese
1/3 cup prepared ranch salad dressing
1/2 cup butter
1 tbsp chopped fresh chives
1 tsp garlic salt
1/2 tsp onion powder
2 tbsp grated parmesan cheese
Instructions
1. Preheat oven to 350 F. Line a large baking sheet with
parchment paper
2. Using a serrated knife, cut through the middle of the
potato rolls. Place the bottoms side by side on the pan.
Set tops aside
3. Brush the bottoms of the sliced rolls with about 1/3 of
the seasoned butter
4. Layer ½ of the cheese on the bottom, then arrange the
chicken and bacon crumbles over the cheese. Break
cheese slices if needed.
5. Brush liberally with butter mixture. Place tops on the
cheese
6. Drizzle with ranch dressing. Top with the final layer of
cheese
7. Brush liberally with butter mixture. Place the tops on
the cheese
8. Brush the remaining seasoned butter on top and sides.
Sprinkle with parmesan cheese
9. Cover loosely with foil. Bake covered for 20 minutes.
Uncover and bake for an additional 10 minutes
10. Cut apart and serve immediately with ranch dressing

We wish
Lindsay a
wonderful
Maternity
Leave and a
happy and
healthy little
girl!
We will miss
you!
Love from your
REEP Team and
Families!

